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Summary
In the present paper a bio-economic model was constructed to estimate the impact of a biotechnology
innovation in EU agriculture. Transgenic Bt maize offers the potential to efficiently control corn borers
that cause economically important losses in maize growing in Spain. Since 1998, Syngenta has
commercialised the variety Compa CB, equivalent to an annual maize area of about 25 000 ha. During
the 6-year period 1998-2003, a total welfare gain of 15.5 million euros was estimated from the adoption
of Bt maize, of which Spanish farmers captured two thirds, the rest accruing to the seed industry.
Key words: Biotechnology, impact, EU, Bt maize, corn, Spain
Introduction
Since the Second World War, the industrialisation
of maize growing in Europe has essentially been
driven by technological (genetics, mechanics and
chemistry) and economic change. The innovation
wave started with the commercialisation of hybrid
maize in the fifties (Griliches, 1958). In the seventies,
technical and economical constraints emerged due
to a slowing down of growth in productivity
(Gaillard, 1988). During the eighties, fixed costs
increased, causing a sharp decline in maize
profitability (Le Stum & Camaret, 1989). Today, the
sector faces structural constraints, raising the
demand for cost-reducing technological innovations
such as biotechnology. In 1998, two transgenic maize
varieties from Syngenta Seeds were approved for
commercialisation in Spain. However, in 1999 the
EU issued a de facto moratorium on new approvals
of transgenic crops. Syngenta voluntarily agreed to
limit its transgenic seed supply to the 1998 level for
the variety Compa CB until the moratorium is lifted
(Brookes, 2002). Hence, Spain is the only EU
country where transgenic crops are currently grown
by farmers.
The purpose of this paper is to estimate the first
impact of a biotechnology innovation in the EU, i.e.
transgenic maize in Spanish agriculture. The
temporal variability of the impact estimates,
uncertainty and the sensitivity of the model to the
limited set of data and assumptions is also assessed.
The paper is structured as follows; in the first two
sections the importance of maize growing in the
world and maize crop protection are assessed. In the
third and fourth sections the model is constructed
and data and assumptions are discussed. The fifth
and sixth sections outline the results and conclude.
*Corresponding Author E-mail: matty.demont@agr.kuleuven.ac.be
© 2004 Association of Applied Biologists

Economic Importance of Maize on a WorldWide Scale
Maize is the world’s most ubiquitous cereal (Table
1). It is cultivated from the equator to roughly 50º
north or south latitude, from sea level to more than
3000 m altitude. No other cereal is used in as many
different ways; nearly every part of the maize plant
has economic value. Moreover, growing incomes
in developing countries have stimulated demand for
meat and poultry consumption and, as a result,
derived demand for maize as animal feed (Pingali,
2001). The present study concentrates on grain
maize.
Table 1 shows that, while maize is important in
all continents, yields vary greatly, ranging from 1.6
t ha-1 in Africa to 10.6 t ha-1 in Belgium. Three subcontinents (USA, South-America and Asia) produce
three quarters and export 11% of global maize
(Pingali, 2001). The three largest EU maize
producers, together responsible for 77% of maize
output, are France (40%), Italy (26%) and Spain
(11%).
Economic Importance of Maize Crop
Protection
The corn borer
The European Corn Borer ECB (Ostrinia nubilalis
(Hübner)) and Mediterranean Corn Borer (MCB)
[Sesamia nonagrioides (Lefebvre)] are economically
important pests. In North-America and CentralEurope, losses are primarily caused by the ECB. On
a continental level, the number of ECB generations
increases progressively from north to south (Mason
et al., 1996). In contrast to the USA Corn Belt, where
ECB occurs bivoltine, a single generation is observed

198

M DEMONT & E TOLLENS

in Central-Europe (Bohn et al., 1999), while in
southern Europe up to three generations occur
(Kergoat, 1999).
The MCB is considered to be one of the most
severe maize pests around the Mediterranean Sea
and Morocco. Like the ECB, the number of
generations increases according to latitude. Two
generations prevail, but a single generation also
occurs in some areas, like the Azores. In the northeast of Spain, the south of Portugal, Sardinia and
Greece, three generations dominate, while four
generations can be observed in Morocco (Cordero
et al., 1998).
Both insects cause severe crop losses in Spanish
maize production. The degree of crop loss largely
determines whether the adoption of a pest control
strategy is economical. Corn borers cause severe
physical damage to the plant. The borer penetrates
the stalk and excavates large tunnels that result in
important yield losses. This complicates the
circulation of water and nutrients to the plant and
the ear. The timing of corn borer attack is important
and plants are most vulnerable before physical
maturity.
Crop protection: insecticides, Bt and Bt maize
Larvae from corn borers are difficult to control
with chemical insecticides (organophosphates and
synthetic pyrethroids) because they are vulnerable
to sprays or residues for only a short time before
they bore into and are protected by the cob, sheathcollar, or stalk (Jansens et al., 1997). Insecticides
are effective when the larvae have just hatched or
when they migrate to neighbouring plants (Velasco
et al., 1999). Therefore, proper timing of insecticide
application is crucial for success and repeated
applications are often necessary. However, actual
practices are rarely optimal, such that the use of
insecticides is limited in Spain (Brookes, 2002).
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) is a naturally-occurring
soil borne bacterium that is found worldwide. A
unique feature of this bacterium is its production of
crystal-like (Cry) proteins that selectively kill
specific groups of insects (Ostlie et al., 1997). Bt
incorporated into sprays provides organic farmers
with a natural crop protection tool against corn
borers.
Plant geneticists create Bt maize by inserting a
gene of the bacterium, that causes the plant to
produce the toxin. Depending on the gene, the
proteins Cry1Ab, Cry1Ac, Cry1B or Cry9C are
produced. Labatte et al. (1996) demonstrated that
Bt maize has a higher efficacy and shorter time
response than insecticides, regardless of the
infestation date. Therefore, Bt maize has the potential
to dramatically improve the control of corn borer,
compared with current practices.

Adoption of Bt maize
Transgenic maize was first commercialised in the
USA and in Canada in 1996 and two years later in
Argentina, South-Africa and Spain. Since then, the
adoption has increased up to 15.5 million ha in 2003
(Table 2). The majority of transgenic maize, i.e. 9.1
million ha, are insect resistant (IR) Bt varieties. The
other varieties are herbicide tolerant (HT) or stacked
IR and HT. Today, 8 yr after introduction, the
experiences of Bt maize growers all over the world
are well recorded (extensively reviewed by James
2003a). Yield gains due to Bt maize are estimated at
5% in the temperate growing areas and 10% in the
tropical areas, where there are more and overlapping
generations of pest leading to higher infestations and
losses. Farmers assign Bt maize high value because
it is a convenient and cost effective technology that
allows them to manage risk in an uncertain
environment and offers insurance against devastating
crop losses in years when pest infestations are
unusually high. Moreover, the technology offers
safer feed and food products than conventional maize
with lower levels of harmful mycotoxins.
On the 26 March 1998, Syngenta’s Bt maize
varieties Compa CB (Bt 176) and Jordi CB were
registered in the Commercial Variety Register in
Spain and approved for commercialisation, but only
the first variety has been sold effectively. The main
adopting regions were Catalunya (13%), Aragon
(11%), Castilla-La Mancha (9%), Madrid (9%),
Navarra (4%), Andalusia (3%) and Extremadura
(2%) (Alcalde, 2003). Table 2 shows that during
1998-2002 Bt maize adoption in Spain stagnated at
about 25 000 ha because of Syngenta’s voluntary
arrangement. In 2003 this constraint was lifted and
the Ministry of Agriculture approved five new
varieties, developed by Syngenta, Pioneer,
Monsanto, Nickerson and Limagrain. In the same
year, the area planted to Bt maize increased to
32 000 ha (James, 2003b).
Bio-Economic Model
Estimating the impact of Bt maize can be done
through expensive on-farm surveys comparing Bt
maize fields with conventional maize fields (Marra
et al., 2002), which is outside the scope of this
research. Instead, we estimate the impact of Bt maize
analogously to Ostlie et al. (1997).1 It is assumed
that maize borer infestation decreases yield
proportionally to the damage incurred despite pest
control technology k. The technology k can be:
absent (k = o), conventional through insecticides (k
= c) or biotechnological through Bt maize (k = g).
The observed yield yjk (t ha-1) can be expressed as:
Hyde et al. (1999) use a more complex model, requiring data
that are not available for our study.

1

199

First impact of biotechnology in the EU: Bt maize adoption in Spain

Table 1. Importance of grain maize growing in the world, average 1998-2003

Africa
Asia
Canada
EU-15
Austria
Belgium-Lux.
France
Germany
Greece
Italy
Netherlands
Portugal
Spain
South-America
USA
Other
World
Anon. (2004c)

Area (106 ha)

%

Yield (t ha-1)

26.0
43.1
1.2
4.3
0.2
0.0
1.8
0.4
0.2
1.1
0.0
0.2
0.5
17.2
28.7
18.6
139.0

18.7%
31.0%
0.9%
3.1%
0.1%
0.0%
1.3%
0.3%
0.2%
0.8%
0.0%
0.1%
0.3%
12.4%
20.6%
13.4%
100.0%

1.6
3.8
7.3
8.8
9.4
10.6
8.6
8.6
9.3
9.4
8.6
5.8
9.5
3.4
8.5
3.0
4.4

Production (106 t)
42.6
163.8
8.7
38.1
1.7
0.4
15.2
3.3
2.0
10.1
0.2
0.9
4.3
59.0
244.4
55.2
611.7

%
7.0%
26.8%
1.4%
6.2%
0.3%
0.1%
2.5%
0.5%
0.3%
1.6%
0.0%
0.1%
0.7%
9.6%
40.0%
9.0%
100.0%

% EU

100.0%
4.5%
1.1%
39.8%
8.8%
5.3%
26.4%
0.5%
2.4%
11.3%

Table 2. Adoption of transgenic and Bt maize in the world and in the EU, 1996-2003
Area

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

11.1
7.5

10.3
6.8

9.8
5.9

12.4
7.7

15.5
9.1

30 000
7.6%
< 2000
0
1000

20 000
4.6%
< 500
< 500
0

25 000
5.0%
0
< 500
0

25 000
5.4%
0
< 500
0

32 000
6.8%
0
< 500
0

6

World (10 ha)
Transgenic maize
0.3
3.2
8.3
Bt maize
0.3
3.0
6.7
EU Bt maize
Spain (ha)
0
0
22 000
Spain (%)
0
0
4.8%
France (ha)
0
0
2000
Germany (ha)
0
0
0
Portugal (ha)
0
0
0
James (1997; 1998; 2000; 2001a,b; 2002a,b; 2003a,b)

yjk = yjm [1 – (1 – αk) sj]

(1)

with yjm (t ha -1) the theoretical maximum yield
attained under hypothetical absence of corn borers
in year j (j = 1998, 1999, ..., 2003), αk the efficacy
of technology k, measured by the proportion of larvae
killed before affecting yield, and sj the theoretical
average proportional loss caused by corn borers in
year j under absence of treatment. The profit per
hectare πjk (euros ha-1) of the farmer using technology
k in year j is:

πjk = pj yjk – wk – cj = pj yjm [1 – (1 – αk) sj] – wk – cj (2)
with pj (euros t-1) the maize price in year j, wk (euros
ha-1) the cost of technology k to combat corn borers
and cj (euros ha-1) all other costs that are independent
of the choice of technology k, including the cost of
conventional seed. In the case of an insecticide
treatment (k = c) wk comprises the cost of the product
and the spraying application. For biotechnological

crop protection (k = g), wk represents the technology
fee. In case of no treatment (k = o), wk = 0.
Before 2003 the adoption of Bt maize stagnated
at an average of 5.5% (Table 2), while the adoption
of insecticides reached 13% to 22% during 19992001 (cfr. infra). Brookes (2002) observed some Bt
maize adopters who did not previously use
insecticides. Since no data is available on the share
of this category of adopters, it can be reasonably
assumed that the actual Bt maize adopters were
insecticide users before adoption. This provides a
conservative impact estimate.2 This assumption
2
Our null hypothesis assumes that farmers are not benefiting
from Bt maize. Since no survey data is available about the share
of Bt adopters who were non-insecticide users before, by making
this assumption a type II error is avoided, in which the null
hypothesis is rejected by overestimating farmer’s benefits.
Choosing conservative assumptions is very common in impact
assessments of agricultural research since Griliches’ (1958)
seminal paper, stating: “At almost every point at which there
was a choice of assumptions to be made, I have purposely chosen
those that would result in a lower estimate”.
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implies that the benefits from adopting Bt maize are
generated by two factors: the difference in efficacy
of corn borer control and the cost difference between
both technologies. Next, the innovation as a
technology spill-in into Spain, mainly from the USA
who started to adopt Bt maize first, was modelled.
The low presence of Spain in global maize
production (Table 1) and low degree of selfsufficiency (Table 3) suggest modelling Spain as a
small open net importer of maize, i.e. not able to
influence world prices significantly through the
adoption of the new technology. Moreover, the EU’s
Common Market Policy guarantees a minimum price
for maize, preventing any price decline below a
certain threshold. Both arguments suggest modelling
maize demand in Spain as infinitely elastic. These
assumptions allowed the change in producer surplus
∆PSj (euros) in year j to be modelled as (Alston et
al., 1995, p. 227):
∆PSj = pj Q0,j Kj (1 + 0.5 Kj ε)

(3)

with ε the maize supply elasticity. The counterfactual
maize production Q0,j (t) in year j is the production
that would have been recorded if no Bt maize were
available in that particular year and was calculated as:
Q0,j = Q1,j / (1 + Kj ε)

(4)

with Q1,j (t) the observed national maize production
in year j. The calculation of the proportionate vertical
supply-shift Kj has been the subject of discussion in
recent literature. Alston et al. (1995) suggested
converting yield increases to the equivalent cost
reduction by dividing the yield increase by the
elasticity of supply. Falck-Zepeda et al. (2000)
calculated the K-shift of Bt cotton in the USA by
adding this cost reduction to the net pesticide cost
change per ton. Oehmke & Crawford (2002) argued
that this approach is very sensitive to the assumed
value of the supply elasticity and recommended
investing greater efforts to obtain data that can
inform a direct measurement of the K-shift.
According to Lekakis & Pantzios (1999), Spanish
maize production is highly elastic, their econometric
model yielding an elasticity of 2.5 for the period
1990-1994. Therefore, analogous to Qaim’s (2003)
impact assessment of Bt cotton in India, the gain in
total factor productivity (TFP) was estimated at the
farm level by calculating the proportionate per-unit
cost reduction ∆Cj due to the conversion from
insecticides (k = c) to Bt maize (k = g) in year j3:
(wc + cj) / yjc – (wg + cj) yjg
(5)
∆Cj =
(wc + cj) / yjc
3
Using the before-mentioned approach, which is also common
in literature, the producer surplus estimates are on average 26%
lower due to the high maize supply elasticity, but do not change
the general statements presented.

Next, the proportionate vertical supply-shift Kj is
then simply:
Kj = ∆Cjρjg

(6)

with ρjg the Bt maize adoption rate in year j. The
present value W (euros) in 2004 of the aggregated
producers’ surpluses since 1998 was calculated
as:
2003

Σ∆PS (1 + i)

W=

2004–j

j

j=1998

(7)

with i the interest rate as discount factor. The gross
profit Πj (euros) captured by the seed industry4 in
year j was:
Πj = wg Lj ρjg

(8)

with Lj (ha) the total amount of land allocated to
maize production. The present value Π (euros) in
2004 of the aggregated gross profits since 1998 is:
2003

Σ Π (1 + i)

Π=

j=1998

j

2004–j

(9)

Finally, the present value in 2004 of the total welfare
increase Wtot (euros) in Spain is:
Wtot = W + Π

(10)

It is important to note that the ex post welfare
calculation only contains private reversible effects.
In reality, technologies also engender non-private
effects, the so-called externalities. A growing body
of scientific literature about the non-private effects
of Bt maize is available, reviewed by James (2003a).
The major concerns include (1) effects on non-target
organisms, (2) gene flow, (3) the impact of Cry1Ab
proteins in soil and surface water, (4) the evolution
of pest resistance, (5) the development of antibiotic
resistance and (6) food and feed safety aspects of Bt
maize. However, positive externalities are also
reported, such as (1) lower contamination of aquifers
with insecticides, (2) lower farmers’ exposure to
insecticides and (3) lower levels of the mycotoxin
fumonisin in Bt maize. Some of these non-private
effects are potentially irreversible. For a detailed
review on irreversibility, how to include it into
welfare analysis and the application of the concept
on a concrete case study see Demont et al. (2004a,b).
Data
An important constraint for impact assessment is
the scarcity and low accuracy of data. Therefore,
analogous to Davis & Espinoza (1998), stochastic
4
The “seed industry” includes the gene developers, i.e. Syngenta
from 1998 to 2003 and Pioneer, Monsanto, Nickerson and
Limagrain in 2003, and the seed suppliers.
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Table 3. Maize supply balance in Spain, 1998-2001
Production (t)
Import (t)
Export (t)
Stocks (t)
Stock changes (t)
Domestic supply (t)
Domestic uses (t)
Animal feed (t)
Industrial use (t)
Human consumption (t)
Seed (t)
Loss (t)
Degree of self-sufficiency (%)
Anon. (2003a)

1998

1999

2000

2001

Average 1998-2001

4 349 070
3 500 000
691 000
1 210 000
150 000
7 008 070
7 008 000
5 975 000
954 000
48 000
15 000
16 000
62.1%

3 731 000
3 524 000
535 000
800 000
-410 000
7 130 000
7 130 000
6 075 000
975 000
47 000
19 000
14 000
52.3%

3 991 752
3 657 000
603 000
960 000
160 000
6 885 752
6 621 000
5 535 000
1 000 000
52 000
20 000
14 000
58.0%

4 956 600
3 578 000
648 000
910 000
-50 000
7 936 600
7 937 000
6 804 000
1 050 000
43 000
20 000
20 000
62.5%

4 257 106
3 564 750
619 250
970 000
-37 500
7 240 106
7 174 000
6 097 250
994 750
47 500
18 500
16 000
58.7%

simulation techniques were used through the
software @Risk of Palisade Corporation. For
uncertain parameters prior stochastic distributions
were introduced and through Monte Carlo simulation
techniques, posterior distributions for the outcomes
in the model were generated.
Insecticide use and cost
During 1999-2001, only 59 000 to 98 000 ha, i.e.
13% to 22% of total maize area was sprayed with
insecticides against ECB and MCB (Brookes, 2002).
The uncertainty around insecticide adoption ρc (%)
was modelled through a triangular distribution with
a minimum of 13%, a most likely value of 18% and
a maximum of 22%:

ρjc ~ Triangular(13%; 18%; 22%)

(11)

at a cost of 18 euros ha-1. The most likely value is
the average of both. The same rationale was applied
for aerial spraying (36-42 euros ha -1) and the
insecticide cost per hectare wair (euros ha-1) was
modelled as:
wair ~ Triangular(36 euros ha-1; 69 euros ha-1; 102
euros ha-1)
(13)
The average insecticide cost per hectare wc (euros
ha-1) for both spraying techniques was weighted
according to the share of irrigated land φ in maize
cultivation:
wc = wirr φ + wair (1 – φ)

(14)

This is higher than the reported 5% in the USA Corn
Belt (Gianessi & Carpenter, 1999), 5% in Italy, 14%
in France and 10% in Germany (Gianessi et al., 2003).
Estimates for the insecticide cost for corn borer
control are reported by Brookes (2002). Farmers
apply one or two insecticide treatments for ECB
control. The insecticide cost per hectare wirr (euros
ha-1) in irrigated maize, including the cost of the
product and the application, is 18-24 euros ha-1. wirr
was modelled as:

Technology fee
The technology fee represents the difference
between the seed cost of a Bt maize variety and the
average seed cost of equivalent conventional
varieties. For Syngenta’s Compa CB, Brookes (2002)
reported a technology fee of 29-31 euros ha-1 in Spain.
This price is recommended by the seed industry but
many farmers pay lower prices through local
cooperatives, i.e. 18-19 euros ha-1, capturing 70%
of the Spanish maize seed market6. These data
suggest modelling the technology fee wg (euros ha-1)
as:

wirr ~ Triangular(18 euros ha-1; 42 euros ha-1; 66 euros ha-1)
(12)

wg ~ Triangular(18 euros ha-1; 18 euros ha-1; 31 euros ha-1)
(15)

The minimum is based on one treatment at a cost of
18 euros ha -1. The maximum is based on two
treatments at the maximum cost of 24 euros ha-1 and
including one treatment for control of spider mites5

Theoretical loss due to corn borers
The annual loss due to corn borers varies

In some cases the Bt maize farmer no longer has to spray for
spider mites due to the fact that the beneficial insects that control
these mites have not been destroyed by the use of insecticides.

5

6
As a comparison, the technology fee of Bt maize in the USA
was estimated at 26 euros ha-1 in 1997, 22 euros ha-1 in 1998
and 1999 and 16-17 euros ha-1 in 2001 (Gianessi et al., 2002),
while Benbrook (2001) estimated this fee to be higher, i.e. 25
euros ha-1 during the same period.
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considerably from year to year. Therefore, a bioeconomic stochastic distribution was constructed for
this parameter. For each year j such a distribution
was incorporated and assumed to be mutually
independent, since Hurley et al. (2004) found no
statistically7 insignificant time trends of ECB losses.
While gamma as well as lognormal distributions
were used to model insect damage, a better statistical
fitting for the lognormal distribution was observed.
Therefore, the proportional loss sj by corn borers in
year j in hypothetical absence of pest control was
defined as:
sj ~ Lognormal(µ ; σ)

(16)

Data on average annual losses caused by corn borers
in Spain are scarce but Alcalde (1999) and
Fernández-Anero et al. (1999) reported estimates
for these losses sj during the four-year period 19951998 (first row in Table 4). The loss was estimated
by comparing the yield of Bt varieties with that of
isogenic 8 varieties. This is the most accurate
methodology to estimate the yield boost of
transgenic insect resistant varieties (Demont &
Tollens, 2001). Since only a small sample of four
data points was disposed of, the median of 0.09 was
used as the most likely value µ for the lognormal
distribution. The median is more robust for outliers
than the average in the case of such a small skewed
sample. The standard deviation of 0.09 was used as
an estimate for σ .
By dividing the annual loss sj by an average loss
of 6% per corn borer per plant (Bohn et al., 1999),
estimates of the population sizes were obtained,
measured as the average number of borers n per plant
(second row in Table 4). In the absence of pest
control, on average two corn borers per Spanish
maize plant can be found. Calculating the coefficient
of variation (CV, last column) allowed a comparison
of the parameters of the stochastic distribution of
Spain with data from the USA. The Spanish situation
is most comparable with data from Cumming County
(Hurley et al., 2004). The average was high,
justifying the use of the median as the most likely
value. The coefficient of variation was in the range
of values (0.75-1) found in the USA. The occurrence
of one severe loss every 4-8 yr has also been
observed in the USA (Rice & Ostlie, 1997). Finally,
since no negative losses or losses greater than 100%
can be incurred, the lognormal distribution was
truncated to the interval [0,1].
Efficacy of both technologies
Estimates of the efficacy of insecticides to control
corn borers vary considerably. Ostlie et al. (1997)
with a degree of significance of 5%.
8
varieties that have exactly the same genetic composition with
the exception of the Bt gene.
7

reported an efficacy of 80% against first generation
borers and 67% against second generation. Labatte
et al. (1996) observed an average efficacy of 72%
in the case of suboptimal timing. Since timing plays
a crucial role, a wide variation for the insecticide
spraying efficacy αc (%) was assumed:

αc ~ Triangular(70%; 80%; 90%)

(17)

Low values capture the potential impact of the
development of ECB resistance against insecticides
while high values capture the emergence of
technological innovations in conventional spraying
techniques.
Regarding the efficacy of Bt maize in Spain, no
data is available. Farmers report no loss of yield from
using it (Brookes, 2002). Labatte et al. (1996) also
observed no yield losses in France. We
conservatively used the value of 95%. Uncertainty
about the efficacy of Bt maize in Spain αg (%) was
modelled by assuming:

αg ~ Triangular(90%; 95%; 100%)

(18)

Low values capture the potential development of
ECB resistance against the Bt toxin.
The efficacy of the absence of a treatment is zero,
i.e. αo = 0%. Total average efficacy αj of the observed
mix of technologies in year j in Spain was weighted
as follows:

αj = αc ρjc + αg ρjg + αo (1 – ρjc – ρjg) = αc ρjc + αg ρjg (19)
The theoretical maximum yield yjm (t ha-1) in Eqn 1
can now be estimated as:
yjm = yj / [1 – (1 – αj) sj]

(20)

with yj (t ha-1) the observed average national yield.
All other costs
In order to obtain an estimate for cj (euros ha-1),
i.e. all other costs that are independent of the choice
of technology k, an estimate for the average maize
production costs AC (euros ha-1) in Spain is required.
A cost estimate from 2001 extracted from the
European Commission’s (Anon., 2004a) Farm
Accountancy Data Network (FADN) was used. This
estimate does not include family labour costs nor
interest costs for own capital. Therefore, it consists
of a lower estimate for the average maize production
costs. As an upper estimate, the per hectare value of
production was used. The most likely value is the
average of both limits, i.e.:
AC ~ Triangular(916 euros ha-1; (916 euros ha-1 + Pj yj)/2; Pj yj)
(21)
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An estimate for cj (euros ha-1) was reconstructed by
taking into account national adoption and costs of
insecticides, Bt maize and the absence of a treatment:
cj = AC – wc ρjc – wg ρjg – 0(1 – ρjc – ρjg)

(22)

Other parameters
Adoption rates (James, 1997, 1998, 2000, 2001a,b,
2002a,b, 2003a,b), yields, area harvested, prices
(Anon., 2003a) and the share of irrigated land in
maize cultivation9 (Anon., 2003b, 2004b) were
modelled as deterministic parameters, i.e. without
assuming a stochastic distribution. A deterministic
maize supply elasticity of 2.5 reported by Lekakis
& Pantzios (1999) for the period 1990-1994 was
used. All prices and costs were deflated using the
GDP deflator (Anon., 2003a,c). For the interest rate
i (%) a risk adjusted rate of return of 10.5% derived
from the capital asset pricing model (CAPM) was used.
Results
Average impact results
In Table 5 the average values generated by the
model are presented. In the eighth column the 6-yr
average (1998-2003) is reported. Annually, Spanish
Bt maize adopters gained 1.2 million euros or 47
euros ha-1, taking into account an average loss by
9
The Spanish climate necessitates irrigation. Some 92% of total
maize area is irrigated (Anon., 2003b, 2004b). Only in the north
can maize be grown without irrigation. Irrigated land is
cultivated more intensively and plant density, investment per
unit of land and yields are higher.

corn borers of 9% (Alcalde, 1999; Fernández-Anero
et al., 1999). The aggregated producer surplus
accumulated during the six-year period and
actualised to 2004 was 10.3 million euros (last
column). During the same period, the seed industry
extracted an annual gross profit of 0.6 million euros
or an aggregated profit of 5.2 million euros from
the new technology.10 Average total annual welfare
change was 1.8 million euros and accumulated to
15.5 euros million after six years of adoption.
Farmers gained two thirds (64.5%) of the total
benefits, while one third (35.5%) accrued to the seed
industry. This benefit sharing is consistent with the
majority of biotechnology impact distribution studies
in literature. Price et al. (2003) reviewed eight
published studies and added four own-calculated
estimates. Adding Qaim (2003), we have a sample
of 13 impact distribution estimates. On average,
farmers and consumers extracted 60.7% of total
domestic benefits, or with a 95% confidence interval
between 50.5% and 70.9%, the rest accrued to the
seed industry.
Uncertainty
To obtain detailed information regarding the
uncertainty surrounding the average impact results,
a posterior distribution was generated for the latter,
given the assumed prior distributions for the
uncertain parameters. Using @Risk a Monte Carlo
This gain is distributed among the gene developers and the
seed companies that pay a technology license to the former.
Since we do not have any information about this contract, we
can not calculate the share captured by the seed companies.
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Table 4. Data mining of the average theoretical loss by corn borers
1995

1996

1997

1998

a

a

a

b

s Spain
0.09
n Spain
1.49
n Cumming County
s Cumming County
Loss per borer
a
Alcalde (1999)
b
Fernández-Anero et al. (1999)
c
Hurley et al. (2004)
d
Bohn et al. (1999)

0.06
1.01
-

0.26
4.36
-

0.09
1.49
-

Average

Median

St. Dev.

CV (%)

0.13
2.09
1.84c
0.11
0.06d

0.09
1.49
-

0.09
1.53
1.49
0.09
-

0.74
0.74
0.81c
0.81
-

Table 5. Economic impact of Bt maize on Spanish agriculture and the seed industry, 1998-2003
Year

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

Adoption (%)
Bt maize adopters (€ ha-1)
Agriculture (106 €)
Seed industry (106 €)
Total impact (106 €)
Agriculture (%)
Seed industry (%)

4.8%
50.3
1.1
0.5
1.6
64.5%
35.5%

7.6%
50.1
1.5
0.7
2.2
64.4%
35.6%

4.6%
48.0
1.0
0.5
1.4
63.5%
36.5%

5.0%
46.9
1.2
0.6
1.8
62.9%
37.1%

5.4%
44.2
1.1
0.6
1.7
61.7%
38.3%

6.8%
40.6
1.3
0.8
2.1
59.8%
40.2%

Average Aggregated
1998-2003 value 2004
5.7%
46.7
1.2
0.6
1.8
62.8%
37.2%

5.7%
407.6
10.3
5.2
15.5
64.5%
35.5%
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Sensitivity analysis
Since the model is fed by some uncertain
parameters, defined by subjective distributions, it is
important to assess the influence of our assumptions
on the model results. Therefore, the data generated
by the iterations in @Risk were analysed. Through
a regression analysis, the influence of each individual
parameter on the impact estimates was assessed.
Table 7 illustrates these results for the most recent
year, i.e. 2003, the sensitivity estimates for the other
years (1998-2002) being essentially the same. In a
given year, the theoretical loss by corn borers is the
main factor (coefficient of 0.805) explaining the
benefits of Bt maize. Temporal and geographic
heterogeneity of corn borer infestations significantly
influenced the payoff of this technology, limiting
the input industry’s monopolistic pricing behaviour
and farmers’ adoption of the new technology. In

some regions and some years, the benefits of the
technology simply do not compensate for the high
technology fee. Because of this, Spain’s Bt maize
adoption potential is limited to 36% (Brookes, 2002).
The cost of the conventional technology turns out
to be the second most important factor (coefficient
of 0.447), due to the wide assumed distribution.
Insecticide prices would be expected to fall as a
reaction on the adoption of Bt maize. As a result,
these competition effects will erode the comparative
advantage of the new technology. In the third place
comes the efficacy of the conventional technology,
which is negatively correlated with the impact results
(coefficient of -0.223). Any technological innovation
able to increase the insecticide efficacy, e.g. a new
insecticide or a new managerial spraying or scouting
0.120
0.100
Values in 10-6

simulation was conducted and generated 100 000
iterations. The results are presented in Table 6. Total
profit for Spanish agriculture lies within a 95%
confidence interval of 4.1 million euros and 17.7
million euros (Fig. 1), while the seed industry’s gross
profit varied from 4.3 million euros to 6.8 million
euros. Thus, with a probability of 95% agriculture
captured between 41.4% and 78.9% of total profit
and the seed industry between 21.1% and 58.6%.
The idea of agriculture losing money on average by
adopting Bt maize is very unlikely and only occurs
in 0.006% of iterations. In 92.0% of the cases, more
than half of total benefits accrued to farmers.

0.080
0.060
0.040
0.020
0.000

0

5
2.5%

4.0961

10

15

95%

20

17.6627

25

2.5%

Fig. 1. Posterior distribution of the aggregated impact
of Bt maize on Spanish agriculture (values in million
euros).

Table 6. Descriptive statistics of the posterior distribution of the aggregated impact of Bt maize on Spanish
agriculture and the seed industry, 1998-2003
6

Agriculture (10 €)
Seed industry (106 €)
Total (106 €)
Agriculture (%)
Seed industry (%)

Minimum

5% confidence limit

Mean

95% confidence limit

Maximum

-0.5
4.2
5.8
-8.3%
11.6%

4.1
4.3
9.6
41.4%
21.1%

10.3
5.2
15.5
64.5%
35.5%

17.7
6.8
22.7
78.9%
58.6%

34.5
7.3
39.6
88.4%
108.3%

Table 7. Regression results of the sensitivity analysis of the impact of Bt maize on Spanish agriculture and the
seed industry in 2003
Parameter
Theoretical loss s2003
Irrigated insecticide cost wirr

Agriculture

Seed industry

Total

Agriculture (%)

Seed industry (%)

0.805
0.447

0.000
0.000

0.816
0.453

0.558
0.549

-0.558
-0.549

Efficacy insecticides αc
Technology fee wg

-0.223
-0.154

0.000
1.000

-0.225
0.000

-0.198
-0.445

0.198
0.445

Efficacy Bt maize αg
Average production cost ACj
Aerial insecticide cost wair
Adoption of insecticides ρc
R2

0.107
-0.082
0.049
0.000
0.940

0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
1.000

0.108
-0.083
0.05
0.000
0.939

0.096
-0.083
0.062
0.000
0.868

-0.096
0.083
-0.062
0.000
0.868
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technique, will compete with Bt maize. Finally, the
narrow distribution of assumed technology fees has
a relatively small negative impact (coefficient of
-0.154) on the model outcomes.
Due to the static character of the model through
Eqn 8, the benefits for the seed industry are simply
a function of the technology fee. The question is
how this price will evolve now that other companies
have recently entered the market for transgenic
maize seed. Remarkably total benefits (column 4)
are not affected by the technology fee, although
benefit sharing is (columns 5 and 6). Three factors,
i.e. the theoretical loss by corn borers (coefficient
of 0.558), the cost of the conventional technology
(coefficient of 0.549) and the license between the
biotechnology industry and the farmer (coefficient
of -0.445) essentially drive the welfare distribution
of the new technology.
Discussion
Since plantings of transgenic seed have been
limited to a small fraction of the Spanish maize area,
i.e. 5.7% on average during 1998-2003, and an even
smaller fraction of total Spanish maize supply, i.e.
3.2% on average during 1998-2001 (Anon., 2003a),
the supply shift engendered by the new technology
has been small so far. An average vertical and
horizontal supply shift of K = 0.18%, respectively
εK = 0.44% per year during 1998-2003 was found.
This supply shift would be expected to increase now
that Syngenta’s voluntary agreement is lifted and Bt
maize adoption is no longer constrained. The limited
adoption so far was assumed to be primarily driven
by insecticide users switching to Bt maize in search
for a more efficient pest control tool. A rational
farmer facing economically important ECB losses
to the point that Bt maize pays, would also likely
adopt insecticides. Because of this assumption,
welfare estimates are conservatively biased
downwards. As soon as Bt maize adoption levels
increase beyond insecticide adoption levels, an
important proportion of the adopters will consist of
non-insecticide adopters.
Domestic maize demand was modelled as
infinitely elastic in a small open economy. As a
result, no price decline was generated by the model
and no benefits accrued to Spanish consumers.
Spanish maize production is highly elastic, meaning
that if the maize sector faced a less elastic downward
sloping domestic demand, the technology-induced
supply-shift would quickly erode domestic prices.
Any cost reduction translates to a 2.5-fold production
response. Since the EU guarantees a minimum price
for maize, Spanish maize farmers are largely
protected against price declines and the main
resulting effect is a sharp production boost. The latter
yields an opportunity to increase the low degree of
self-sufficiency of Spanish maize production, i.e.
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58.7% on average during 1998-2001 (Table 3). The
lion’s share of Spanish maize supply, i.e. 84.9% on
average, was used by the animal feed industry. Even
in case price declines occurred, in the short run
benefits would flow to the animal feed industry,
cattle farmers, processors and distribution sectors
and in the long run to consumers through lower
animal product prices.
Conclusions
Maize is the most wide-spread cereal on earth and
has a wide range of yields. Spain provides 11% of
the EU’s grain maize. Two types of corn borers cause
severe losses in this sector. This opens up
perspectives for transgenic Bt maize, providing a tool
to control these insects more efficiently. Up to 2002,
Syngenta voluntarily limited transgenic maize seed
supply to an equivalent of 25 000 ha of the variety
Compa CB. As a result, adoption rates stagnated to
an average of 5.5% of Spanish maize area.
Conservatively assuming that this minority of Bt
maize adopters previously used insecticides, the
innovation for a small open net importer of maize
was modelled. As a result, during the 6-yr period
1998-2003 Spanish maize growers captured 10.3
million euros while the seed industry gained 5.2
million euros. Two thirds of the benefits accrued to
agriculture, while one third was extracted by the
industry. This result is primarily sensitive to our
assumptions about corn borer losses and insecticide
costs.
Up to now, the Spanish situation has been artificial
in a sense, since Syngenta voluntarily limited the
supply of seed. The question remains as to what
extent the observed technology fee was also
artificial. The price of the seed was similar to the
price in the USA. Due to the end of the voluntary
agreement in 2003, five new varieties were
approved. With this additional competition in mind
it is likely that technology fees will fall. This has
happened in all other countries where transgenic
crops have been introduced (Gianessi et al., 2002).
It is unlikely that the biotechnology industry will be
able to extract the lion’s share of the benefits.
American literature shows that farmers are generally
the main beneficiaries of agricultural biotechnology
innovations. In the long run, these benefits flow from
farmers to downstream sectors, distribution and
finally to the consumer.
Acknowledgements
Financial support of the Flanders Interuniversity
Institute for Biotechnology (VIB) and valuable
comments of Graham Brookes (Brookes West,
Canterbury, UK), Terrance Hurley (University of
Minnesota, St. Paul, MN), James F Oehmke

206

M DEMONT & E TOLLENS

(Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI) and
Matin Qaim (University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart,
Germany) are gratefully acknowledged.
References
Alcalde E. 1999. Compa CB: Resultados de los agricultores
con el primer maíz resistente al taladro. Actas del 6.°
Symposium Nacional de Sanidad Vegetal, Sevilla, pp. 469477.
Alcalde E. 2003. Co-existence of GM maize in Spain.
Proceedings of the EU’s Round Table on Co-existence of GM
and non-GM Agriculture: A Missed Opportunity, Brussels 5
pp.
Alston J M, Norton G W, Pardey P G. 1995. Science under
Scarcity: Principles and Practice of Agricultural Research
Evaluation and Priority Setting. Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press. 585 pp.
Anon. 2003a. AGRIS Application and Data for Agriculture:
Data 1973-2003. Luxembourg: Office for Official
Publications of the European Communities: Eurostat.
Anon. 2003b. Encuesta sobre Superficies y Rendimientos de
Cultivos, resultados de la encuesta de superficies 2002,
Madrid: Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación
(MAPA). 36 pp.
Anon. 2003c. Developments in Spain. OECD Economic
Outlook No. 74. Paris: OECD. 1 pp.
Anon. 2004a. Farm Accountancy Data Network, FADN ECDG Agri/G3.
Anon. 2004b. Encuesta sobre Superficies y Rendimientos de
Cultivos, resultados de la encuesta de superficies 2003,
Madrid: Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación
(MAPA). 54 pp.
Anon. 2004c. FAOSTAT Agriculture Data. Rome: FAO.
Benbrook C M. 2001. The Farm-Level Economic Impacts of
Bt Corn From 1996 through 2001: An Independent National
Assessment. Sandpoint, Idaho: Benbrook Consulting Services.
47 pp.
Bohn M, Kreps R C, Klein D, Melchinger A E. 1999. Damage
and grain yield losses caused by European corn borer
(Lepidoptera: pyralidae) in early maturing european maize
hybrids. Journal of Economic Entomology 92:723-731.
Brookes G. 2002. The Farm Level Impact of Using Bt Maize in
Spain. Kent, UK: Brookes West. 23 pp.
Cordero A, Malvar R A, Butrón A, Revilla P, Velasco P,
Ordás A. 1998. Population dynamics and life-cycle of corn
borers in South Atlantic European coast. Maydica 43:5-12.
Davis G C, Espinoza M C. 1998. A unified approach to
sensitivity analysis in equilibrium displacement models.
American Journal of Agricultural Economics 80:868-879.
Demont M, Tollens E. 2001. Uncertainties of Estimating the
Welfare Effects of Agricultural Biotechnology in the European
Union. Working Paper No. 58. Leuven: Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven. 81 pp.
Demont M, Wesseler J, Tollens E. 2004a. Biodiversity versus
transgenic sugar beets: The one euro question. European
Review of Agricultural Economics 31:1-18.
Demont M, Wesseler J, Tollens E. 2004b. Irreversible costs
and benefits of transgenic crops: What are they? In
Environmental Costs and Benefits of Transgenic Crops. Ed
J. Wesseler. Dordrecht, NL: Kluwer Academic Publishers.
Falck-Zepeda J B, Traxler G, Nelson R G. 2000. Surplus
distribution from the introduction of a biotechnology
innovation. American Journal of Agricultural Economics
82:360-369.
Fernández-Anero J, Novillo C, Costa J. 1999. MaisGard
protección contra taladros en toda la planta, durante toda la
campaña. Resultados en España 1997-1998. Actas del 6.°
Symposium Nacional de Sanidad Vegeta, Sevilla, pp. 447455.

Gaillard S. 1988. L’industrialisation de la culture du maïs-grain
en France 1945-1985: un itinéraire particulier. Economie
Rurale 187:25-32.
Gianessi L P, Carpenter J E. 1999. Agricultural Biotechnology:
Insect Control Benefits. Washington, DC: National Center
for Food and Agricultural Policy. 101 pp.
Gianessi L P, Sankula S, Reigner N. 2003. Plant
Biotechnology: Potential Impact for Improving Pest
Management in European Agriculture, Maize Case Study.
Washington, DC: National Center for Food and Agricultural
Policy. 20 pp.
Gianessi L P, Silvers C S, Sankula S, Carpenter J E. 2002.
Plant Biotechnology Current and Potential Impact For
Improving Pest Management In U.S. Agriculture: An Analysis
of 40 Case Studies. Washington: National Center for Food
and Agricultural Policy. 75 pp.
Griliches Z. 1958. Research costs and social returns: Hybrid
corn and related innovations. Journal of Political Economics
66:419-431.
Hurley T M, Mitchell P D, Rice M E. 2004. Risk and the
Value of Bt Corn. American Journal of Agricultural
Economics 86:345-358.
Hyde J, Martin M A, Preckel P V, Edwards C R. 1999. The
economics of Bt corn: Valuing protection from the European
corn borer. Review of Agricultural Economics 21:442-454.
James C. 1997. Global Status of Transgenic Crops in 1997.
ISAAA Briefs No. 5. Ithaca, NY: International Service for
the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications. 30 pp.
James C. 1998. Global Review of Commercialized Transgenic
Crops: 1998. ISAAA Briefs No. 8. Ithaca, NY: International
Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications. 43
pp.
James C. 2000. Global Status of Commercialized Transgenic
Crops: 1999. ISAAA Briefs No. 17. Ithaca, NY: International
Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications. 65
pp.
James C. 2001a. Global Review of Commercialized Transgenic
Crops: 2000. ISAAA Briefs No. 23. Ithaca, NY: International
Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications. 110
pp.
James C. 2001b. Global Review of Commercialized Transgenic
Crops: 2001 – Preview. ISAAA Briefs No. 24. Ithaca, NY:
International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech
Applications. 20 pp.
James C. 2002a. Global Review of Commercialized Transgenic
Crops: 2001 – Feature: Bt Cotton. ISAAA Briefs No. 26.
Ithaca, NY: International Service for the Acquisition of Agribiotech Applications. 184 pp.
James C. 2003a. Global Review of Commercialized Transgenic
Crops: 2002 - Feature: Bt Maize. ISAAA Briefs No. 29.
Ithaca, NY: International Service for the Acquisition of Agribiotech Applications. 182 pp.
James C. 2002b. Global Status of Commercialized Transgenic
Crops: 2002 – Preview. ISAAA Briefs No. 27. Ithaca, NY:
International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech
Applications. 24 pp.
James C. 2003b. Global Status of Commercialized Transgenic
Crops: 2003 – Preview. ISAAA Briefs No. 30. Ithaca, NY:
International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech
Applications. 7 pp.
Jansens S, Van Vliet A, Dickburt C, Buysse L, Piens C, Saey
B, De Wulf A, Gosselé V, Paez A, Göbel E, Peferoen M.
1997. Transgenic corn expressing a Cry9C insecticidal protein
from Bacillus thuringiensis protected from European corn
borer damage. Crop Science 37:1616-1624.
Kergoat P-Y. 1999. Bénéfices agronomiques et
environnementaux du maïs transgénique MON810 qui est
efficace contre la pyrale et la sésamie. Annales ANPP,
Cinquième Conférence Internationale sur les Ravageurs en
Agriculture, Montpellier, pp. 37-44.

First impact of biotechnology in the EU: Bt maize adoption in Spain

Labatte J-M, Meusnier S, Migeon A, Chaufaux J,
Couteaudier Y, Riba G, Got B. 1996. Field evaluation of
and modelling the impact of three control mMethods on the
larval dynamics of Ostrinia nubilalis (Lepidoptera: pyralidae).
Journal of Economic Entomology 89:852-862.
Lekakis J N, Pantzios C. 1999. Agricultural liberalization and
the environment in southern Europe: the role of the supply
side. Applied Economics Letters 6:453-458.
Le Stum H, Camaret D. 1989. Coûts de production du blé tendre
et du maïs en France. Perspectives Agricoles 138:19-30.
Marra M C, Pardey P G, Alston J M. 2002. The Payoffs to
Agricultural Biotechnology: An Assessment of the Evidence.
Washington: IFPRI. 35 pp.
Mason C E, Rice M E, Calvin D D, Van Duyn J W, Showers
W B, Hutchison W D, Witkowski J F, Higgins R A, Onstad
D W, Dively G P. 1996. European Corn Borer: Ecology and
Management. Ames, IA: Iowa State University. 57 pp.
Oehmke J F, Crawford E W. 2002. The sensitivity of returns
to research calculations to supply elasticity. American Journal
of Agricultural Economics 84:366-369.
Ostlie K R, Hutchison W D, Hellmich R L. 1997. Bt corn and
European corn borer. NCR Publication 602. St. Paul, MN:
University of Minnesota. 20 pp.

207

Pingali P L. 2001. 1999/2000 World Maize Facts and Trends.
Meeting World Maize Needs: Technological Opportunities
and Priorities for the Public Sector. Mexico: CIMMYT. 60
pp.
Price G K, Lin W, Falck-Zepeda J B, Fernandez-Cornejo J.
2003. Size and Distribution of Market Benefits from Adopting
Biotech Crops. Washington: Economic Research Service,
USDA. 40 pp.
Qaim M. 2003. Bt cotton in India: Field trial results and
economic projections. World Development 31:2115-2127.
Rice M E, Ostlie K R. 1997. European corn borer management
in field corn: A survey of perceptions and practices in Iowa
and Minnesota. Journal of Production Agriculture 10:628634.
Velasco P, Malvar R A, Revilla P, Butrón A, Ordás A. 1999.
Ear resistance of sweet corn populations to Sesamia
nonagrioides (Lepidoptera: noctuidae) and Ostrinia nubilalis
(Lepidoptera: pyralidae). Journal of Economic Entomology
92:732-739.

